
[image: image1.wmf] 

 


New Jersey Launch of Health Care for America Now

July 8, 2008 ~ Press Coverage

Alliance launches $40M campaign for universal health care

http://www.dailyrecord.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/B3/20080708/NEWS0301/80708034/1123/NEWS02
By TOM BALDWIN • GANNETT STATE BUREAU • July 8, 2008 

TRENTON -- A broad alliance of advocates today raised a renewed cry for universal health care -- be it private, run by government or a mix of both -- at almost the same time Gov. Jon S. Corzine was signing into law a step toward their intended goal.

"We cannot trust the health-care industry to make it happen," said Ev Liebman, director of organizing and advocacy for New Jersey Citizen Action, a generally liberal lobby.

"There should be a choice," Liebman said of allowing people to buy their own insurance, seek it through willing employers or relying on a government program.

The event in Trenton at the Statehouse mirrored unveilings in 52 other U.S. cities, including about two-thirds of the state capitals, staged by the alliance called Health Care for America Now.

"In this country, right now, we have a crisis where health care is going to the most healthy and the most wealthy," said Rex Reid, political representative of the American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees, or AFSCME.

"We need to change the health-care system so that everybody gets quality, affordable health care," Reid said.

Liebman vowed the groups would launch intense lobbying campaigns.

Alliance members come from advocates for health care, consumers, seniors, students, people with disabilities, women, labor, faith-based efforts, civil-rights and social-justice groups.

Liebman placed the cost of the campaign at $40 million.

Tom Baldwin: tbaldwi@gannett.com

-------------------------------------------------------

Healthcare advocates kick off multi-city campaign for accessible care
http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/186/story/200865.html
The Press of Atlantic City

By DEREK HARPER, Staff Writer, 609-292-4935 
Published: Tuesday, July 08, 2008 

2:15 p.m. Update – TRENTON ? Healthcare advocates in 52 cities kicked off a $40 million national campaign Tuesday that sought to push for more affordable, easier-accessed healthcare. 

In Trenton, New Jersey Citizen Action called for a choice of public or private care that leaves no one out. 

Speakers at the statehouse said the current system is costly and yet leaves many people out. Jodi Godfrey, a self-employed medical writer and healthcare committee chair of the progressive BlueWave NJ group, recounted being dropped from coverage because her payment was one day late. 

Seeking out private coverage, she said her insurer refused to pay for blood tests. She said, ?They told me my blood was a preexisting condition.? 

While both presumptive presidential candidates Barack Obama and John McCain have suggested different strategies, organizer Ev Liebman said the group did not formally endorse either. 

The press conference came the day Gov. Jon S. Corzine signed the state?s FamilyCare expansion into law. 

Liebman said the group applauded the bill, which provides additional health care for all children and some lower-income parents at the cost of up to $46.3 million by 2011, but said the timing of the two events was coincidental. 

----------------------------------------------
Advocates vow $40M to push for health care

http://www.dailyrecord.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080709/NEWS02/807090457/1123
Dailyrecord.com, NJ 

TRENTON -- A broad alliance of advocates -- here and across the nation -- Tuesday raised a renewed cry for universal health care, vowing to spend $40 million to lobby the next president, Congress and state legislatures to that end.

At almost the same time, Gov. Jon S. Corzine was signing into law a step toward their intended goal.

"There should be a choice," said Ev Liebman of New Jersey Citizen Action, a liberal lobbying organization, advocating that people be able to buy their own insurance, seek it through willing employers or rely on a government program.

"In 2009, we will either have a guarantee of quality, affordable health care we all can count on, or we will continue to be at the mercy of the private health-insurance industry," Liebman said.

Sen. Joseph Vitale, D-Middlesex, chairman of the Senate health committee, reacted to the announcement by saying, "Health care is one of the cornerstones of the (fall presidential) campaign. It will raise the level of debate, and it will engage more citizens to be thinking about it."

On the other hand, Christine Stearns, a vice president of the New Jersey Business and Industry Association, said health-care spending has to come from somewhere. "Where I think it doesn't add up is how it is going to be paid for," she said. "We all know health care is in a crisis. And to have people pay less than they are now, it is hard to see how that is going to work."

The event in Trenton at the Statehouse mirrored unveilings in 52 other U.S. cities, including about two-thirds of the state capitals, staged by the alliance called Health Care for America Now. Members are advocates for health care, consumers, seniors, students, people with disabilities, women, labor, faith-base efforts, civil-rights and social-justice groups.

Corzine signed new legislation he called "a stepping stone" toward health insurance for all New Jerseyans. It mandates health-care coverage for children and expands the state's FamilyCare program to cover 25,000 lower-income adults within the first year.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Health care advocates unite

http://www.courierpostonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080709/NEWS01/807090363/1006
Cherry Hill Courier Post, NJ 

By TOM BALDWIN • Gannett State Bureau • July 9, 2008
TRENTON — A broad alliance of advocates here and across the nation Tuesday raised a renewed cry for universal health care, vowing to spend $40 million to lobby the next president, Congress and state legislatures to that end.
At almost the same time, Gov. Jon S. Corzine was signing into law a step toward their intended goal.

"There should be a choice," said Ev Liebman of New Jersey Citizen Action, a liberal lobbying organization, advocating that people be able to buy their own insurance, seek it through willing employers or rely on a government program.

"In 2009, we will either have a guarantee of quality, affordable health care we all can count on, or we will continue to be at the mercy of the private health-insurance industry," Liebman said.

Sen. Joseph Vitale, D-Middlesex, chairman of the Senate health committee, reacted to the announcement by saying, "I think the time of year is critical. Health care is one of the cornerstones of the (fall presidential) campaign. At the very least -- and more than likely -- it will do more. It will raise the level of debate, and it will engage more citizens to be thinking about it."

On the other hand, Christine Stearns, a vice president of the New Jersey Business and Industry Association, said health-care spending has to come from somewhere.

"Where I think it doesn't add up is how it is going to be paid for," she said. "We all know health care is in a crisis. And to have people pay less than they are now, it is hard to see how that is going to work. I am not sure that this gets us there."

The event in Trenton at the State House mirrored unveilings in 52 other U.S. cities, including about two-thirds of the state capitals, staged by the alliance called Health Care for America Now.

"Health care is going to the most healthy and the most wealthy," said Rex Reid, political representative of the American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees, or AFSCME.

Alliance members come from advocates for health care, consumers, seniors, students, people with disabilities, women, labor, faith-based efforts, civil-rights and social-justice groups.

Also Tuesday, Corzine signed legislation he called "a stepping stone" toward health insurance for all New Jerseyans. The new law mandates health-care coverage for children and expands the state's FamilyCare program to cover roughly 25,000 lower-income adults within the first year.

Reach Tom Baldwin at tbaldwi@gannett.com 

---------------------------------------------------------------------

Alliance launches $40M campaign for universal health care
http://www.app.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080708/NEWS0301/80708034/1007/NEWS03
Asbury Park Press, NJ 

By Tom Baldwin • GANNETT STATE BUREAU • July 8, 2008 
TRENTON -- A broad alliance of advocates today raised a renewed cry for universal health care -- be it private, run by government or a mix of both -- at almost the same time Gov. Jon S. Corzine was signing into law a step toward their intended goal.

"We cannot trust the health-care industry to make it happen," said Ev Liebman, director of organizing and advocacy for New Jersey Citizen Action, a generally liberal lobby.

"There should be a choice," Liebman said of allowing people to buy their own insurance, seek it through willing employers or relying on a government program.

The event in Trenton at the Statehouse mirrored unveilings in 52 other U.S. cities, including about two-thirds of the state capitals, staged by the alliance called Health Care for America Now.

"In this country, right now, we have a crisis where health care is going to the most healthy and the most wealthy," said Rex Reid, political representative of the American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees, or AFSCME.

"We need to change the health-care system so that everybody gets quality, affordable health care," Reid said.

Liebman vowed the groups would launch intense lobbying campaigns.

Alliance members come from advocates for health care, consumers, seniors, students, people with disabilities, women, labor, faith-based efforts, civil-rights and social-justice groups.

Liebman placed the cost of the campaign at $40 million.

Tom Baldwin: tbaldwi@gannett.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Corzine signs bill to widen NJ health care as national effort kicks off

http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/184/story/201378.html
Press of Atlantic City, NJ 

By DEREK HARPER Statehouse Bureau, 609-292-4935 

Published: Wednesday, July 09, 2008

TRENTON - Health care advocates in 52 cities across the country unveiled a $40 million national campaign Tuesday that sought to push political candidates for more affordable, more easily accessible health care, while the governor signed a bill that would expand the state's publicly funded health care system.

In Trenton, New Jersey Citizen Action called for a choice of public or private care that leaves no one out. They are one of the mostly progressive groups across the nation allied with Health Care For America NOW, www.healthcareforamericanow.org.

"In our vision of health care reform, the government works for us - setting and enforcing rules so that insurance companies put our health before their profits," organizer Ev Liebman said. "In our vision, people have a choice so they are not at the mercy of the private health insurance industry. In our vision, quality goes up and cost goes down. In our vision, we get rid of the enormous inequities in the health care system for people of color. And in our vision, health insurance is affordable to American businesses - both big and small."

Speakers said the current system is costly and leaves many people out. Jodi Godfrey, a self-employed medical writer and health care committee chair of the progressive BlueWave NJ group, recounted being dropped from coverage because her payment was one day late.

After seeking out private coverage, she said, her insurer refused to pay for blood tests, saying, "They told me my blood was a preexisting condition."

While both presumptive presidential candidates Sen. Barack Obama, D-Ill., and Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., have suggested different strategies, Liebman said the group does not formally endorse either candidate's proposals.

The news conference came the day Gov. Jon S. Corzine signed the state's FamilyCare expansion into law at the Raritan Bay Medical Center in Perth Amboy.

Liebman said the groups applauded the bill but said the timing of the two events was coincidental.

In signing the bill, Corzine called it in a prepared statement "a giant leap on the road to universal health care coverage in New Jersey."

State Sen. Joseph Vitale, D-Middlesex, bill sponsor and author of a separate state universal health care plan, said in a statement that "the system of forcing the uninsured to seek costly emergency care, rather than see a doctor for regular medical checkups and preventive health care, is dysfunctional and unsustainable."

It was sponsored locally by state Sen. Jim Whelan, D-Atlantic, and Assemblymen John J. Burzichelli and Douglas H. Fisher, both D-Cumberland, Salem, Gloucester. The Legislature passed the bill last month.

The bill would provide health care for all children and some lower-income parents, at the cost of as much as $46.3 million by 2011. It is expected to add about 250,000 children.

The state currently covers 124,000 children and 97,000 adults through the SCHIP program, while Medicaid insures about 598,000 children and 453,000 adults.

The FamilyCare bill:

Requires all children 18 and younger to have health coverage through either private insurance, Medicaid, FamilyCare or the FamilyCare buy-in program.

Expands FamilyCare eligibility to parents earning 200 percent of the federal poverty level - $28,000 to $56,800 for households of two to six people.

Requires hospitals to bill FamilyCare, rather than Charity Care, for emergency room visits for people younger than 19.

Revises rating system for individual plans, in an attempt to make plans more affordable for younger people.

Allows insurers to offer fewer plans to individuals and small employers, while requiring greater marketing of individual policies.

Revises eligibility, terms and administration of coverage to dependents younger than 30 while requiring proof of previous coverage to continue coverage under FamilyCare.

Expands marketing and promotion of FamilyCare and its elements.

E-mail Derek Harper:

DHarper@pressofac.com

-------------------------------------------------------------
Coalition to lobby for US health-care reform

http://www.reuters.com/article/latestCrisis/idUSN08296804
Reuters 

Tue Jul 8, 2008 1:59pm EDT

WASHINGTON, July 8 (Reuters) - A coalition of unions, think tanks and other groups launched an advertising campaign on Tuesday saying they want to ensure that health-care reform tops the U.S. political agenda after the November elections.

The group, Health Care for America Now, said it had the backing of 100 labor groups, community organizations, medical groups and activists.

The non-profit group is headquartered on Washington's K Street, known for its high-powered lobbyists, and said it was immediately starting a $1.5 million advertising campaign on television, newspapers and online, with an eventual spending goal of $40 million.

"This is the human rights movement of our time," said Jeff Blum, executive director of USAction, a non-profit that campaigns for strengthening of Medicare, Social Security and other entitlements.

"If there is one thing that our government should be guaranteeing each one of us, it is the basic, fundamental right to affordable and quality health care. This must be the birthright of every American."

Some of the groups backing the organization include the National Education Association, the National Women's Law Center, Planned Parenthood Federation of America, and the Service Employees International Union, which represents health-care workers among others.

By any measure, health-care reform is among the top issues concerning American voters.

Republican presidential candidate Sen. John McCain of Arizona and Democratic candidate Sen. Barack Obama of Illinois say they are putting together health-care reform plans.

Other groups have too, including retailers, employers and labor unions. The United States has no single health-care system but relies on a patchwork of private, public and employer-sponsored insurance plans -- and 47 million Americans lack any coverage.

The new group says it wants to keep the best of what already exists, without moving to a fully nationalized system.

"Americans can keep the private insurance they have, join a new private insurance plan, or choose a public health insurance plan," the group said in a statement.

"The campaign also calls for a government role in setting and enforcing rules on the insurance industry which consistently charges whatever it wants, sets high deductibles, denies coverage based on pre-existing conditions, and drops coverage when people get sick."

(Reporting by Maggie Fox, editing by Will Dunham and Eric Beech)
-----------------------------------------------------------------
New Group Demands Health Care Reform

http://thecaucus.blogs.nytimes.com/2008/07/08/new-group-demands-health-care-reform/
New York Times Blogs, NY 
July 8, 2008,  5:03 pm 

By Michael Falcone

About halfway through a news conference in Washington, where the heads of major labor unions and liberal advocacy groups lined up one after another to push a multi-million dollar campaign for health care reform, it was time for the auto mechanic from Bar Harbor, Me. to speak up.

“This is my busiest time of year and I shouldn’t be here,” said David White, who owns a small auto repair shop in the coastal resort community. But Mr. White showed up anyway to tell a story about his struggle to provide health care to his workers.

“I’m proud to have paid the entire cost of platinum health coverage for my employees and their families. I considered it the right thing to do,” he said. “However when our insurance doubled in two years something had to change.”

Mr. White said he was forced to downgrade to a lesser-priced policy, raise rates and lay off one employee for six months to make up for the higher premiums.

“I was literally in tears laying this out to my men,” he said. “And I’m not really fond of crying.”

A stand-in for other small business owners throughout the country, Mr. White was handpicked to speak by organizers of the new group Health Care for America Now, which officially kicked off its $40 million campaign to help all Americans access quality, affordable health care.

The group is spending $1.5 million during the next two to three weeks on an advertising campaign, which includes television, print and online ads. Organizers said they would spend $25 million over the next five months on additional paid media and millions more on a grassroots effort that includes placing staff in 45 states. It will also put pressure on members of Congress in key districts to support reform. The first 30-second television spot will air on national cable channels as well as some local Washington stations.

“One thing is crystal clear,” said Richard Kirsch, National Campaign Manager for Health Care for America Now, “If we want health care reform that works for us, we cannot trust the insurance industry to make it happen.”

Health Care for America Now is made up of more than 100 organizations and received its initial funding from 13 groups that are part of its steering committee as well as a $10 million grant from The Atlantic Philanthropies. Members of the steering committee include MoveOn.org, the American Federation of State Community and Municipal Employees, the National Education Association and the Planned Parenthood Federation of America, among others. (A full list can be found on the group’s Web site.) Each steering committee member group contributed at least $500,000 to the campaign — some gave much more.

Mr. Kirsch said that his group was not taking a specific stand — just yet — on the health care proposals offered by the two presumptive presidential nominees, Senator John McCain and Barack Obama, but emphasized that it is the government’s responsibility to guarantee affordable coverage for all Americans.

The campaign, he said, will mean that “the health insurance industry won’t have the battlefield to themselves,’ during this election year. “They will have to answer to the American people.”

Elizabeth Edwards, wife of former presidential candidate John Edwards, who is a health care reform advocate and coalition supporter was not at Tuesday’s event at the National Press Club because she was attending the funeral for former Senator Jesse Helms of North Carolina. But in a statement she said: “Millions of Americans are sitting around their kitchen table at night, wondering why it is so difficult to afford the basics these days — especially health care. They come from all walks of life, but they have one thing in common: they know our health care system is broken, and they want a fair, common-sense solution that makes quality coverage affordable for everyone. Our mission is to make sure their voices get heard in Washington D.C., and everywhere else.”
------------------------------------------------------------

ORGANIZATION CALLS FOR QUALITY AFFORDABLE HEALTHCARE FOR ALL AMERICANS

http://www.nbc40.net/view_story.php?id=6132
WMGM, NJ
Jennifer Husko ( jhusko@nbc40.net ) - 7/8/08 04:42 pm

Last Updated - 7/8/08 11:37 pm

TRENTON-- A national grassroots effort kicks off for an American solution that will guarantee family healthcare based on "need" and not "ability" to pay. One organization is calling on our next elected president and congress to make healthcare legislation the first order of business in 2009.

Tuesday afternoon in Trenton and in 52 other cities across the country, a new national campaign, "Health Care for America Now", has begun bringing together millions of Americans in demanding affordable healthcare.

"It's time we had an American solution... that provides quality and affordable healthcare for everyone," said Ev Liebman, Director of New Jersey Citizen Action.

"Working Americans are being choked... yet still nothing gets done," said Rex Reid, Political Representative, AFSCME Council 1.

"As a doctor, I come across patients everyday who can't access care... because they can't afford it," said Dr. Snehal Bhatt, New Jersey Vice President, Committee of Interns and Residents/SEIU.

So this grassroots effort is calling on legislators and citizens to answer just one question...which side are you on? The side where patients are at the mercy of private insurance companies or on the side where every patient has an equal and affordable choice for insurance?

"Few of us anymore can count on quality affordable healthcare when we need it in our communities," said Jeanne Oterson, Public Policy Director, Health Professionals and Allied Employees.

"No one should have to choose between paying for medicine... or putting food on the table... no one should have to choose between going to the doctor... or paying their electric bill," explained Dr. Bhatt.

So what they propose is a guarantee of standard comprehensive benefits that meet patients' needs with no exclusions.

"Justice demands healthcare be provided based on need and not simply a person's ability to pay," said Reverend Bruce Davidson, Director, Lutheran Office of Government Ministries.

So they are calling on our new president that will be elected this fall and congress to make affordable healthcare the very first priority in 2009.

"We will be demanding of our elected representatives and candidates in this year's election... that they tell us what side they're on so we can tell information to voters... so they can make decisions when going to the polls," said Liebman.

The campaign will host events in 42 other cities across the nation and between now and election day, the group will ask every legislator and each American to make a choice.

Earlier today Governor Corzine signed a bill expanding a government health insurance program that is the first step in requiring that all New Jerseyans have health insurance by 2011.

"Health Care for America Now" supports the states efforts and is pushing for more to happen on the federal level.
------------------------------------------------------------

Health Care Coverage for All, But at What Cost?
Business trade group opposes plan

http://www.njbiz.com/article.asp?aID=11466639.1525187.975871.9574031.2629037.623&page=1
NJBiz.com

By Thomas Gaudio

7/14/2008

An advocacy group last week launched a nationwide campaign in 53 cities, including Trenton, that is pushing for everyone in the country to have health care coverage through federal legislation.

Health Care for America Now—a partnership between citizen interest groups, labor unions and other organizations—said it plans to spend $25 million to advertise its cause in 45 states until the presidential election in November. “In 2009, we will either have a guarantee of quality, affordable health care we can all count on, or we will continue to be at the mercy of the private insurance industry that is charging us more, giving us less and putting company profits before our health,” said Ev Liebman, director of organizing and advocacy at New Jersey Citizen Action.

At a 20-person rally at the statehouse, Liebman said, “We’re looking for a plan that would provide a choice for individuals, large employers and small employers between private insurance and a public insurance program. 

“In New Jersey we have a large number of people who get their insurance through their employers,” she said. “We don’t want to undermine that system because we don’t want to have more people without insurance. To make sure we have shared responsibility, if an employer does not provide quality, comprehensive coverage that’s affordable for their employees, [employers] would participate in a pool that would help fund the public option.”

Health Care for America Now said employers’ contributions to health care coverage costs should be proportional to employee wages. The group said a large number of healthy and sick people would spread the risk and cost of covering individuals through a publicly funded pool.

But Christine Stearns, vice president of health and legal affairs at the New Jersey Business and Industry Association, a trade group based in Trenton, said, “If something sounds too good to be true, it probably is.”

Many small businesses don’t provide health care insurance now, so any mandate to make companies pay for it would be a burden for them, she says. And even with such payments, Stearns thinks there would be a “funding shortfall. Does that mean some larger employers will get taxed? From what I’ve seen of their [Health Care for America Now] plan, there are no specifics on how they will reduce costs.”

Ben Geyerhahn, New York office director of Small Business Majority, a trade association based in Sausalito, Calif., that supports Health Care for America Now, said a health care coverage-related tax would be a fixed cost from year-to-year instead of the unpredictable and constantly rising cost that [health care coverage] is now.

And for small businesses that don’t offer health care coverage, a new tax wouldn’t put them at a competitive disadvantage because their competitors, who probably aren’t offering health insurance either, would be affected by it as well, Geyerhahn says.

Health Care for America Now’s effort is being funded by organizations including MoveOn.org, the National Education Association and The Atlantic Philanthropies Inc.

In the Garden State, groups backing Health Care for America Now include Health Professional and Allied Employees, an Emerson-based union of registered nurses and health care professionals, and New Jersey Citizen Action, a self-described liberal activist group based in Newark.

Also on the health care front last week, Gov. Jon S. Corzine signed a bill (S-1557) making more parents eligible for the New Jersey-run program that gives free and subsidized health insurance to low-income families. The law expands the eligibility for NJ FamilyCare to parents in households that earn up to double the poverty level, which is about $42,000 for a family of four.

Sen. Joseph Vitale (D-Middlesex), the bill’s chief sponsor, said he plans to introduce a second piece of legislation this fall that would provide subsidized health insurance to all low-income adults and require them to buy it.

“We support Senator Vitale’s bill,” said Liebman. “But we also know that to put in place a system that is sustainable forever, essentially we need to have significant change at the federal level.”

Mike Tanner, a senior fellow at the Cato Institute, a public policy group that promotes libertarianism, said, “Unfortunately, the track record of the organizations in this coalition [Health Care for America Now] is one of big-government solutions that don’t work and put a terrible strain on the economy.

“The example of national health care systems around the world shows that government-run health care leads to rationing, waiting lists and fewer patient choices,” he said. “Similarly, government-run health care in the United States hardly has a confidence-inspiring track record: ...Medicaid delivers poor quality at high cost and Medicare is $70 trillion in debt.”

“Certainly American health care has problems—costs are rising, too many people lack health insurance, quality is uneven—but the answer lies in free-market incentives and competition, not with bigger and more intrusive government,” Tanner says.

E-mail to tgaudio@njbiz.com 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

New Jersey Launch: Health care For America: NOW!!! 

http://bluejersey.net/showDiary.do;jsessionid=A262DC1ED4A18231D8CBF31EE791420F?diaryId=8412
BlueJersey.com

by: Nick Lento

Sun Jul 13, 2008 at 08:34:02 PM EDT 

On Tuesday Health Care for America Now  launched a wonderful campaign to bring affordable health care to America. 

What follows is a link to a video I took of of the launch/press conference that was hosted by Ev Liebman of NJ Citizen Action. 

Apologies for the link as I was unable to successfully get blip tv's embed code to work on this site.....but you will be able to watch the whole event there.     

Thanks to Jodi Godfrey, Chair of BlueWaveNJ.org and BlueWaveNJ.org and RealBergenDems.com Health Care Committee, for inviting me along on the ride to Trenton and to Kathy Callahan (whom you'll see on the video making a strong/cogent contribution) for letting Jodi know of my interest in this issue. 

This is a youtube of the excellent Channel 40 news report on the event.
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