The Honorable XXXX
U.S. Senate

Washington, DC 20510
Dear Senator XXX,

I am writing to express my strong support for the Physician Payments Sunshine Act of 2009 (S.301) and urge you to consider cosponsoring this important legislation.  I applaud Senate Special Committee on Aging Chairman Kohl and Senate Finance Committee Ranking Member Grassley for introducing this bipartisan legislation that will bring much needed transparency to the financial relationships that exist between physicians and the health care industry.

I understand the legislation would require all pharmaceutical, medical device, biotech companies and their subsidiaries to disclose all payments to physicians after reaching a $100 aggregate into a public online database.  Companies failing to report this information would incur financial penalties.

While pharmaceuticals and medical devices play a critical role in patient care, undisclosed gifts such as consulting payments, speaking fees, classes, and meals can inappropriately influence medical decisions and create conflicts of interest.  Increased transparency of gifts and financial relationships will allow the government and the public to make informed decisions about prescription drug and medical device use.

Numerous reports have demonstrated that aggressive marketing tactics can exert undue influence on prescribing.   Drug companies alone spend at least $25 billion per year marketing to doctors. Not only is this a huge driver of drug costs, but published evidence clearly shows that marketing spending shifts doctors toward higher cost and sometimes less-safe drugs.

The legislation is broadly supported by consumer, provider, professional, and industry groups. In 2008, industry trade associations PhRMA and AdvaMed endorsed a similar version of the legislation, as did the American Medical Association, the Association of American Medical Colleges, Families USA, AARP, and The Prescription Project of Community Catalyst.

I believe the Physician Payments Sunshine Act is a strong and comprehensive piece of legislation that will foster accountability and transparency throughout our health care system.  And I would greatly appreciate your assistance to support this legislation that will both empower and protect patients while instilling even greater confidence in our medical providers and institutions.

Sincerely,

XXX

